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Texas Joins State and National Campaign
To Celebrate Success of Early College High School Initiative
Senators Royce West and Florence Shapiro adopt resolution bringing awareness to schools preparing students for college and workforce on May 4-10, 2009
DALLAS, TX (May 4, 2009) — At a time when our nation’s economic competitiveness depends on providing every child with an education that will enable him or her to meet the demands of the 21st century workforce, 29 Early College High Schools in Texas are providing pathways to higher education for 6,900 young people who might not otherwise go to college. Opened with startup funds from the Communities Foundation of Texas and the Texas Education Agency under the Texas High School Project, these 29 schools are among 200 early college high schools nationwide.

From May 4-10, early college high schools and their partners will celebrate Texas Early College High School Awareness Week, bringing together students, administrators, parents, community leaders, and legislators to honor the commitment and success of the Early College High School Initiative statewide and nationally. 
To kick off the week, three Dallas-area students, a teacher and principal will join Sen. Royce West, Dallas, on the Senate floor for the reading of Resolution 815, but first they will meet with the senator in his office. The three students meeting with Sen. West are all Dallas ISD students: Abimael Valdez and Torria Birdwell, both freshmen at Early College High School with Cedar Valley, and Juan Pineda, a junior at Early College High School at Mountain View College. Juan recently earned Presidential Honors from Mountain View College for earning 30 hours of college credit and maintaining a 3.8 grade point average. They will be accompanied by Jeannie Adams – Department Chair of Social Studies and Lead 10th Grade teacher at Early College High School at Mountain View College and Gayle Ferguson Smith, principal at Early College High School with Cedar Valley. 
Senate Resolution 815 was co-sponsored by Senators Rodney Ellis, Carlos Uresti, Mario Gallegos, and Glenn Hegar. 
Early college high schools offer college courses to high school students underrepresented in higher education (low-income, minority, English language learners, and first-generation college students). The early college high school experience results in students gaining the confidence and skills they need to succeed in college, careers and life. 
“Early College High Schools are seeing tremendous success in preparing underrepresented students for college or the workforce,” said John Fitzpatrick, Executive Director of the Texas High School Project. “We applaud the schools’ efforts and especially the students who are taking every advantage of the opportunity to earn up to two years of college credits even while working toward a high school diploma.”
Nationally, 9 in 10 early college students get an early college high school diploma at a time when up to half of young people drop out of traditional high schools, according to Jobs for the Future, which leads the Early College High School Initiative nationally. Moreover, 88 percent of early college high school students graduate with at least some college credit. Additionally, 40 percent of students who enter early college as 9th graders earn a full year—or more—of college credit. This college credit is earned tuition free, at a time when one year of public college costs an average of $6,600 nationally and $ 6200.00 per year in Texas. Students who earn two years of college/dual credit and/or an associate’s degree in the early college program would save their families an average of $13,000.

“These numbers prove that challenge—not remediation—is an approach to education that works,” said Marlene B. Seltzer, CEO of Jobs for the Future. “The opportunity to earn free college credit is something every student and parent would invite, especially during these hard economic times.”

Fitzpatrick added, “Early College High Schools in Texas are proving that students once considered ‘at risk’ or ‘high-need’ can achieve when challenged with high expectations and support. Early college high schools will make college a reality for these students, who often will be the first in their families to attend college.”

For more information about the Early College High School Initiative and events being held across the state to celebrate ECHS Awareness Week, visit THSP.org/ECHSWeek. 

###

About Texas High School Project

A unique public-private alliance, the Texas High School Project (THSP) is dedicated to ensuring that all Texas students graduate high school college ready, career ready, and life ready. The THSP focuses its efforts on high-need schools and districts statewide, with an emphasis on urban areas and the Texas-Mexico border. Public and private organizations in the THSP include the Texas Education Agency, Governor's Office, Texas Legislature, Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board, Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, Michael & Susan Dell Foundation, Wallace Foundation, Greater Texas Foundation, Meadows Foundation, Communities Foundation of Texas, and National Instruments. THSP private philanthropic investments are managed by Communities Foundation of Texas.  State and federal investments in Texas schools are managed by the Texas Education Agency.

ABOUT JOBS FOR THE FUTURE

Through research, analysis, action, and advocacy, Jobs for the Future develops promising education and labor market models, expands successful models in communities across the country, and shapes the policy environment that enables American families and companies to compete in a global economy. Jobs for the Future is the lead coordinator and policy advocate for the Early College High School Initiative. 
